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Blue Thunder makes noise with local 
talent 

BY CORY ISENBERG

 

The Tribune-Democrat 

When individuals work together for a common cause, it creates a 
special bond between them. 
 
That’s one of the reasons that athletes who labor together on a 
team become a very special family-like unit. 
 
The PA Blue Thunder basketball squad for girls age 15 and younger 
promotes that kindred atmosphere and that mindset helped the 
players when they recently participated in a tournament in Raleigh, 
N.C. 
 
It wasn’t just any tournament for the participants, which include 
three area players – Ferndale’s Brittany Eisenhuth, Conemaugh 
Valley’s Taylor Gruss and Northern Cambria’s Janae Dunchack, all 
sophomores. 
 
The Deep South Classic in Raleigh, N.C., featured 250 teams and 
was played on the courts of Duke University, North Carolina State 
University and the University of North Carolina.  
 
The Blue Thunder defeated five teams from across the country, 
topping the Air Oklahoma Stars from Edmond, Okla., 53-42 in the 
championship game on the center court of the Dean Smith Center 
in Chapel Hill (N.C.). 
 
It is believed to be central Pennsylvania’s first AAU national 
tournament championship.  
 
“It was really exciting to win,” Dunchack said. “I just always wanted 
to go to North Carolina and see the different campuses like Duke 
and North Carolina. It was really nice there and a really good 
experience. 
 
“It was great and a whole lot of fun. All the girls are really good and 
really experienced. They know about basketball and what they are 
doing. They are really good to be with.” 
 
In addition to the three area girls, the team consists of six freshmen 
and sophomores from central Pennsylvania including Alyson Leyo of 
Harmony, Marrysa Moyer and Paige Robertson of Altoona, Alexis 
Valentine and Bryanna Valentine, both of Mifflinburg, and Alli 
Williams of Bishop Guilfoyle.  
 
“It really says great things about the high school basketball in this 
area,” Blue Thunder coach Doug Roberts said. “It’s nice to see kids 
from a small area get the recognition they deserve. I couldn’t be 
happier for the kids. They really deserved it. The big thing is that 
they are a great bunch of kids. It’s like a dream coaching these 
kids. This is the best group I’ve ever been around.” 
 
AAU basketball is often considered to be very cutthroat. 
 
“There have probably been teams out there that have had more 
talent than we do, but they don’t play the team ball that these girls 
do,” Roberts said. “Our parents and kids look at the scoreboard, 
they don’t ask to see the scorebook. Our kids know that the key to 
winning is to play good defense and don’t turn the ball over. The 
kids understand that and keep the other team from getting into any 
kind of comfort zone.” 
 
Practices for the team are held at a central gathering spot in 
Altoona. 
 
“It’s pretty much the same as playing with the girls on Northern 
Cambria’s team,” Dunchack said. “In the Blue Thunder, we’re pretty 
much all family now because we hang out together a lot and 
practice everywhere and we get along great. We work together 
perfectly.” 
 
Roberts says he knows why his girls have been successful.  
 
“All the of players on the team rank in the top of their high school 
classes academically and that contributes directly to their success 
on the court,” the coach said. “We can just draw up a play in the 

More from the Sports section

 

Old guard Red Wings overpower youthful Penguins in 
Game 1  

Detroit’s pressure too much for Penguins in Game 1 

 

Seymour soars to record gold at PIAA championships 

 

Local sports briefs 5/24 

 

Blue Thunder makes noise with local talent 

 

Resources  

  Print this story  
  E-mail this story  
  Discuss this story  

Ads by Google
  Johnstown PA 
  Basketball Tryouts 
  Johnstown Pennsylvania 
  Cambria County

 

 

Popular business directory 

searches 

Maps, Menus, Store hours, 
Coupons, and more...

 

Business name or type...

Johnstown, PA  

 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT  
MECHANIC  
Experienced mechanic for work on 
paving equipment, heavy equipment, 
and trucks. Job...>MORE  

 
SATELLITE INSTALLER, apply within: 
See World Satellite, 1321 Wayne Ave. 
Indiana Pa 724-463-3200...>MORE  

 
RIGGS INDUSTRIES 
Riggs Industries, parent company of J&J
Truck Bodies & Trailers and Lincoln 
Contracting & Equipmen...>MORE  

 
RESTAURANT WORKERS, positions 
avail. immediately. Exp. a must. Willing 
& able to work, incl. weekends. Pay 
based on ex...>MORE  

 
INTERIM PEDIATRICS 
IF YOU WANT IT ALL GIVE US A CALL! 
Competitive Wage 
Full Time 
Career & Personal S...>MORE  

 
ATHLETIC FIELDS GROUNDS KEEPER 
Full time, year round position. 
Applicants must be experienced in turf 
care, and the...>MORE  
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middle of the game and they’re not lost. They understand concepts 
and make it work. These kids are exceedingly mentally tough and 
very intelligent.” 
 
Several of the Blue Thunder players are already being recruited by 
Division I college basketball programs. 
 
PA Blue Thunder was a runner-up at the Syracuse AAU National 
Qualifier in June 2007 and finished third at the United States Junior 
National Tournament last July.  
 
“These are just 15-year-olds, just kids,” Roberts said. 
 
PA Blue Thunder will play its next tournament at the Syracuse 
PreNationals in mid-June before playing in the Penn State Blue Chip 
tournament in early July and the U.S. Junior Nationals in 
Washington, D.C., at the end of July. 

         

• Click to discuss this story with other readers on our 
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High School Basketball
High School Basketball Athlete Profiles and Sports 
Training Info.  
www.stack.com

Youth Basketball
Local Youth Basketball Parents,Kids & Coaches - 
Connect & Share Online!  
www.WePlay.com/Youth-Basketball

Johnstown Doctors
Highmark can help you find the right local doctor or 
specialist.  
www.highmarkbcbs.com

 

PART-TIME HAIRSTYLIST CONTACT 
SHERRY 814-479-2276....>MORE  

 
Customer Rep. 
STUDENTS/OTHERS 
& ‘08 HS Grads 
$15.25 Base - Appt. 
Immediate Openings, PT & FT, 
custom...>MORE  

 
CONCRETE FOOTER FOREMAN, 
CONCRETE WALL FOREMAN, 
CONCRETE FINISHERS 
3 years min. exp. w/references, full 
t...>MORE  

 
CARPENTERS/CONC. 
FINISHERS. Commercial exp. req. Rated
& non rated pay. EOE. 814-942-
8443...>MORE  
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
Sat., Sun. & Mon., 8-2; 361 Kenwood 
(across from Sacred Heart Cemetery) 
TV’s, Bikes, Scooters,...>MORE  

 
DINING RM. SET: Light cherry, oval, 
Queen Anne legs, (2) 10” leaves, 
custom table pads, $700. 412-215-
1954....>MORE  

 
2001 SUZUKI SAVAGE 560 - Beautiful 
light blue color, 6,000 miles, adult 
ridden. Includes saddle bags, windshield
and bik...>MORE  

 
COMMUNITY EVENT/ 
WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE 
$39 Fee - $10 donated to Fit Kids Org., 
$25 Distributes in Cash prizes....>MORE
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